
ho w l a nd is d eve l ope d . I ndustry r e quir es lar ge acreages of 

r e l a t i ve l y f l a t lan d whi l e r es id e ntia l d eve l opment ca n take 

p l ace in more hil l y areas . The slope of an area is d eter

min e d b y estimating how many fe e t th e land ris es or falls in 

o n e hu n d r e d l i near feet . It ~s expresse d in a percentage. 

s u ch as f i ve percent, whi ch means th a t a parti c ular area ha s 

a f i ve foo t rise in one hundr e d lin ear f ee t . 

Aft e r d e t e r min i ng slopes for th e vacant p o rtions of th e 

Roxbo r o Area, we are able to make some d ec i sions as t o th e 

t y p es of d eve l opment that could tak e pla ce. I ndustr y wil l 

n o t u s u a ll y l ocate in areas whi c h h ave a s l o p e greater than 

fi ve p e r ce nt . Mos t other types o f dev e l o pm e nt, r es idential , 

comme r c i al, social and cultural, are able to occupy such 

a r eas . Wi t h t his in mind we will be able to indicate those 

a r e a s s u i t e d for a parti c ul a r act~vity. 

The ci t y has a r a th e r high per cen ta ge o f vacan t land. In 

ana l yz i ng this land, we find ther e are a few areas which are 

no t we l l - s u ited f o r indu s trial u se b eca us e the slopes li mi t 

co n s tr uc t ion of lar ge plant s . T h e lar ges t co ncentrations of 

s l opes over 10 per cent are found in the so ut hwest at the 

e nd of Hill Street and in the Allgood Str ee t - Lak e Drive area. 

Sma ll e r a r eas o f th is typ e ar e found off Ridge Roa d near the 

Pe r so n Co un ty Memorial Hospital and in the Pointer Stre e t 

a r ea . Th e r ema in ing vacant property within the city is 

ge n e r a ll y b e l ow t he 1 0 p erce nt slope limit an d co uld gener 

a ll y be utili zed fo r most any type o f d eve l opment. 

Access 

Vaca nt la n d wi ll remain unu se d f or a numb e r of 

may be that the property owner for some r e a so n 

t o deve l op the land. Another may be that the 

reasons . One 

is unwilling 

land is a flood 

p l a i n, marsh o r excessive l y st e ep. A th~ r d r e ason might be 
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